IX, v]              THE TASKS OF DIOCLETIAN                  327
mercy to the friends and adherents of Carinus and actually con-
tinued in office his Praetorian Prefect, Aristobulus1. After some
fighting on'the Moesian and Pannonian front, which earned him
the title of 'Germanicus Maximus/ he may have visited Rome as
some think in the summer of 2852 and received the recognition
of the Senate. But the apparent calm of the Empire was not yet
to be trusted, and Gaul at once offered an ugly problem in the
revolt of the Bagaudae, bands of peasants, who, driven from their
homes by the double terror of barbarian and tax-collector, had
set up two emperors of their own, Aelian and Amandus. Here
was the first opportunity for Diocletian to test his new plan. He
had at his side Maximian, an old comrade in arms, brave and
vigorous in action, lacking in originality but entirely loyal. He
now gave him the commission to pacify Gaul, Maximian more
than fulfilled the hopes set on him. The Bagaudae were no match
for a skilled general, and were quickly tamed in a series of light
skirmishes, but the rapid victory was more merciful than a pro-
tracted war would have been3. Maximian seems to have received
at first the title of Caesar, or second in command, but certainly
for no long time, as it is never found on the coins4. Early in A.D,
286 Diocletian advanced him-to the rank of Augustus, perhaps
subject to some restriction that we cannot precisely define, which
was only removed at the appointment of the Caesars in 293^
Maximian had excelled all expectation and his troops were no
doubt forward in pressing his claims to reward, but it is unlikely
that Diocletian acted on anything but his own better judgment.
The Empire now rested on the cConcord7 of its two emperors
and each found his own sphere for service. In defeating the
Bagaudae, Maximian had gained some successes over the Franks
and directed Carausius, who distinguished himself in the war,
to take over command by sea against Prankish and Saxon pirates.
Carausius revolted and, as we shall see later, gave Maximian full
occasion to be busy in the north of Gaul and Britain. Meanwhile
in 286 and 287 Maximian had to repel an incursion of Alemanni
1  Aurelius Victor, Caes. xxxix, 14 sqf.
2  There is no certain evidence of this visit.
3  Aurelius Victor, Caes. xxxix, 16 sqq.? Eutropius ix, 20 j Orosius vn,
25, 2.
4  Zonaras xii,  31   (p.  614).   Maximian was adopted as KQIV&VQ<; in
the fourth or second year of the reign; M.-S. v, ii, p, 204; G. Costa, Diz.
Epig. s.v. Diocletianus, pp. 1796 sqq.
5  Costa, loc. ctt. p. 1798; there were at first two years, later only one year,
between the two emperors in their tribunician count.